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Abstract

The Ottoman Empire became a major player in the Islamic world, particularly after gaining
control of Istanbul in 1453. With the transfer of the Caliphate to the Ottomans in 1517, the Ottomans
added the role of religious leadership to their political power. Turkestan, on the other hand, is a region
that has been ruled by various Turkic Khanates and is notable for its strong Islamic culture. This
region was never directly under Ottoman political rule in history. Nevertheless, Ottoman-Turkestan
relations developed around the axes of religion and culture. This study aims to examine the religious,
political, and cultural dimensions of the relations established between the Ottoman Empire and the
Turkestan Khanates between the 16th and 20th centuries and to determine the influence of the
Caliphate during the period in question. Within the scope of this study, the archival documents
published by the General Directorate of State Archives of the Republic of Turkey in 2004 were
scanned, and the correspondence between the Ottoman Empire and the Turkestan Khanates was
identified. Based on these documents, an attempt has been made to reveal the political, economic,
religious, and cultural relations between the Ottoman Empire and Turkestan and the influence of the
Caliphate in this context.
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XVI-XX asrlaor arasinda Osmanh—-Tirkiistan miinasibatlori:
Arxiv sanadlori asasinda va xilafatin tasiri

Xiilasa

Osmanli Imperiyast, xiisusilo 1453-cii ilds Istanbulun fothindon sonra islam diinyasinda miihiim
giica ¢evrilmisdir. 1517-ci ilds xilafotin Osmanlilara kegmasi ilo Osmanlilar siyasi hakimiyyastlorine
dini liderlik funksiyasini da olave etmislor. Digor torofdon, Tiirkiistan miixtalif tlirk xanliqlar
torafindon idars olunmus vo giiclii Islam modoniyyati ilo segilon bir regiondur. Bu bdlga tarix boyu
he¢ vaxt birbasa Osmanli siyasi hakimiyyati altinda olmamigdir. Buna baxmayaraq, Osmanli—
Tiirkiistan miinasibatlori asason dini vo madani miistovids inkisaf etmisdir.
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Bu todqigatin magsadi XVI-XX astlor arasinda Osmanli imperiyast ilo Tiirkiistan xanlqlar1 arasinda
qurulan miinasibatlorin dini, siyasi vo madoni aspektlorini arasdirmaq vo homin dovrds xilafotin
tosirini miioyyon etmokdir. Todqigat ¢orcivesinda Tiirkiya Respublikast Dovlot Arxivleri Bas Idarosi
torofindon 2004-cii ildo nosr olunmus arxiv sonadlori arasdirilmis vo Osmanli Imperiyas: ilo
Tiirkiistan xanliqlar1 arasinda aparilmis yazigmalar miioyyon edilmisdir. Bu sonoadlor osasinda
Osmanl Imperiyasi ilo Tiirkiistan arasindak siyasi, iqtisadi, dini vo modoni alagolor, eloco do bu
kontekstdo xilafotin tosiri 1izo ¢ixarilmaga ¢alisilmigdir.
Acar sozlor: Osmanli Imperiyas, Tiirkiistan, arxiv sanadlori, beynalxalg miinasibatlor, xilafat

Introduction

Relations between the Ottoman Empire and the states of Central Asia have deep historical roots
at both the political and cultural levels. Although these relations remained limited due to geographical
distance, a centuries-long sphere of interaction developed between Anatolia and Turkestan thanks to
shared ethnic origins, religious affiliation, and cultural heritage. Official diplomatic ties between the
Ottoman Empire and Turkestan trace their origins to the 16th century, initiated by the strategic
alignment of the Ottomans and Muhammad Shaybani Khanate against Safavid hegemony. In the
aftermath of the Battle of Chaldiran, Sultan Selim I formally notified his ally of the victory over the
Safavids via an imperial correspondence dispatched in 1516 (Karabulut, 2021, p. 1835; Saray, 2017,
p. 5). The region known as Turkestan has historically stood out as one of the spiritual centers of the
Turkic-Islamic world, exerting particular influence in the fields of Sufism, science, and politics. The
Ottoman Empire, meanwhile, represented the political center within the same world, becoming a focal
point in the Islamic world from the 16th century onwards thanks to the caliphate it held.

From the 16th century onwards, although direct political relations between the Ottoman Empire
and the Khanates of Turkestan remained limited, cultural and religious ties gradually increased. The
Safavid threat, Russia's expansionist policies in Central Asia, and Chinese pressure directed the
Khanates of Turkestan towards the Ottoman Empire, the center of the Caliphate; this orientation
brought with it both religious allegiance and the search for political support. Although the Ottomans
could not always respond to this interest and demand in practice, they maintained this interaction
through religious unity and cultural ties. In particular, it is evident that the Ottomans made significant
efforts to ensure that pilgrims from Turkestan could perform their religious duties and return safely
to their homelands (Sarmay, 2010, p. 2).

Based on historical sources and correspondence, it is evident that relations between the Ottoman
and Uzbek Khanates began during the reign of Bayezid 11, became institutionalized during the reign
of Selim I, and reached their peak during the reign of Sultan Suleiman (the Magnificent) (Ulker, 2019,
p. 3977). In the 16th century, the Ottoman Empire, as a great empire competing with the Safavids in
the east, assumed the role of protector of the Sunni Islamic world. During this period, the Ottoman
Empire's interest in Turkestan was more religious and symbolic than direct political or military
intervention. Between 1864 and 1875, with the incorporation of the Khanates of Bukhara, Khiva, and
Khokand into Russian rule, political relations between the Ottoman Empire and Turkestan diminished
further; however, relations continued in the social and cultural context (Budak, 2024, p. 144).

Especially through diplomatic contacts conducted via correspondence and gifts sent between the
Ottoman Empire and the Khanates of Bukhara and Khokand, Ottoman sultans acted with a mission
to protect and unite the Muslim Khanates in Turkestan in their capacity as caliphs. And from time to
time sent “hil'at (honorary caftans)” and valuable gifts to show their spiritual protection of these
Khanates. During this period, the Khanates requested weapons and military assistance from the
Ottomans, as well as raw materials for the manufacture of cannons, rifles, gunpowder, and bullets,
and the craftsmen to process them (Sarmnay, 2010, p. 19). From the 16th century onwards, the title of
caliph borne by the Ottoman sultans was generally recognized by the Turkestan Khanates. Although
this recognition did not entail political dependence, symbolic acts such as having sermons read in the
name of the caliph in Istanbul and mentioning the caliph's name in prayers were frequently observed
as a means of demonstrating religious allegiance.
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2. Purpose, Scope, and Methodology of the Study

This study aims to identify and interpret the religious, political, social, and economic relations
established between Anatolia and Turkestan based on correspondence between the Ottoman Empire
and the Turkestan Khanates between the 16th and 20th centuries. To this end, correspondence in
archival documents held by the Prime Ministry Ottoman Archives was examined. Within the scope
of the study, 30 separate archival documents covering the diplomatic relations between the Ottoman
Empire and the Turkestan Khanates were translated and classified according to their subject matter.
The examined documents show that, despite geographical distance and pressure from the great
powers of the time, such as Russia and China, Ottoman-Turkestan relations continued in the religious,
political, social, and economic spheres.

3. Correspondence Between the Ottoman Empire and the Khanates of Turkestan

3.1. Correspondence on Religious Matters

In an archival document dated 1573 AD (Hijri: Zilhicce 980) contains a document stating that the
Semerkand scholar Mevlana Muslihuddin Taskendi and Hafiz Hiiseyin stopped in Istanbul after their
pilgrimage; the Ottoman Sultan presented Molla Taskendi with a document ensuring the safety of his
journey and that of his companion and their livestock so that they could return to their homeland
without incident. The content of the document is as follows:

“Stidde-i sa‘ddetimden Han hazretlerine varinca yol iizerinde vaki* olan kadilara hiikiim ki
miisarun-ileyh her kanginizin taht-1 hiikiimetine ddahil olursa kendiilere ve esbdb u davarlarina ve
hem-rahi olan Hdfiz Hiiseyinzdde mecdiihitya yolda ve izde menazil ii merdhilde ve ma ‘berlerde olan
vesayir kimesnelere dahl i ta ‘arruz itdiirmeyiip mahif u muhdtara olan derbendlerden ta ‘zim ve
tekrimle geciiriip tevkir u ihtiraminda sa‘y ii ihtimam eyleyesiz.” (BOA, 2004, p. 3)

This document demonstrates that the Ottoman Empire maintained relations with the Turks of
Turkestan, particularly with the scholarly circles around Samarkand and Tashkent, throughout the
16th century. Within the Islamic world, religious mobility was primarily facilitated through the
movement of scholars and pilgrims. The Ottoman Empire, in particular, served as a preeminent center
for the transmission and dissemination of Islamic knowledge. Consequently, Istanbul emerged as one
of the most significant destinations on the itinerary of pilgrims departing from Turkestan (Ullah,
2025, p. 403). The cities of Bukhara and Samarkand functioned as the gateways for the Turkestan
pilgrimage route to Mecca. Entrenched religious traditions enhanced the importance of these urban
centers, making them indispensable stops for pilgrims. Concurrently, Tatar commercial activities in
Khiva, Samarkand, and Bukhara strengthened inter-Turkic relations across the region. The
transmission of pilgrimage experiences from Tatars to Kazakhs in these centers resulted in a
significant rise in Kazakh Hajj participation during the 19th century (Ospanova & Shorayev, 2025,
pp. 353-354).

The privileges granted to Turkestan scholars visiting Istanbul on their return from the Hajj also
reveal the Ottoman Empire's leadership in the Islamic world and the sphere of influence of the
caliphate. The security of the roads, the protection of pilgrims, and the honors bestowed upon scholars
are a fine example of Ottoman diplomatic courtesy and policy. This document also serves as a source
that documents the functioning of Ottoman provincial administration, such as road safety, the
organization of border posts, and the responsibility of judges for public order (Ak6z & Amandyqqyzy,
2025, pp. 153-154). Furthermore, considering the period in which the aforementioned letter was
composed, the profound influence of religion across various regions and states becomes explicitly
evident. The impact of this religious presence on social life manifested differently depending on the
locale: while the Nagshbandi order was predominant in Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, a form of Sufism
shaped by the Yasawi tradition prevailed in Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan. In these regions, where
Islam had become deeply rooted, archaic Shamanic rituals and Tengrist beliefs persisted to a certain
extent not as primary drivers of religious practice, but as enduring cultural fragments. Amidst this
vibrant mysticism and Sufi theology, the Hanafi school remained the most dominant legal tradition.
Similarly, while the Hanafi school was also predominant in the Ottoman Empire, a significant Shafi'i
population existed in certain regions. Thus, the relations between the Ottoman Empire and Turkestan
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represent a nuanced and multifaceted issue that necessitates an analytical approach encompassing
both macro and micro perspectives (from part to whole and whole to part). Building upon the regional
dynamics identified by Bekenova et al., it can be argued that the Ottoman Empire served as the
strategic and spiritual 'cornerstone' of this vast geography. While the region was bound by a shared
creed, the Empire functioned as a unifying force that facilitated the coexistence of diverse legal
schools and social manifestations, creating a cohesive mosaic where distinct cultural identities
converged into a multifaceted whole (2025, pp. 4-7).

The document dated 1784 (Hijri: 1198) below is an imperial decree issued by Sultan Abdulhamid
I to his vizier. The vizier submitted a request to fulfill the will of Muhammad Zakir's deceased father,
who had come to Istanbul for the Hajj, to hang a chandelier made of diamonds, rubies, and emeralds
in the tomb of the Prophet Muhammad. Sultan Abdulhamid I responded with the following letter:

“Bentim veziriim!.. Ravza-i Mutahhara'va olan heddydsini gonderdim deyii yazmissiz, zuhur
itmedi, taraf-1 hiimayinuma arz olunan defteri miicebince vusil siid, gayri iktizasinca ne giine
mu ‘amele iktiza ider ise oylece idesin. Dadrii's-sa‘dde agasi koynunda sehv etmig, heniiz gérdiim,
Hazinedar agadan su’al etdim, Kisve-i Sa ‘ddet'in iizerine ta ‘liki miindsibdir deyii haber verdiginden
bildirdim, yine siz biliirsiiz.”” (BOA, p. 8)

This document is an official palace report concerning the reception of a representative of a
delegation from Bukhara to the Ottoman Palace, the acceptance of the gifts presented, and the
protocol procedures. It is also a diplomatic situation assessment report. Furthermore, it is an important
diplomatic document demonstrating the legitimacy and leadership of the Ottoman Empire in the
Islamic world. Despite the geographical distance of the Khanate of Bukhara, its recognition of the
Ottoman Empire's spiritual authority and its sending of gifts and petitions to the palace, along with
the Ottoman Empire's controlled and cautious handling of this matter, demonstrate the Ottoman
Empire's weight and prestige in international relations during this period.

The 1820 (Hijri: 1235) archival document is an imperial decree concerning the safe return of the
Bukhara ambassador to his homeland, the preparation of religious books, and the dispatch of
calligraphic works requested to be placed in the Bahaiiddin-i Naksibend Cami‘i Serif in Bukhara. The
document issued by Sultan Mahmud II to his vizier contains an order to fulfill the requests made in
this regard:

“Beniim Veziriim!.. Takririn me’dli ma ‘lim-1 hiimayinum olmusdur. Namenin miisveddesi
giizeldir. Bu vechile tebyiz olunup mevddd-i1 sd’irenin ciimlesi takririn miicebince tanzim olunsun.
Sefir-i muma-ileyhin istid ‘a eyledigi dasar-1 kalemimizden birkag kit‘a elvah tarafina irsal iderim.
Mumad-ileyhe teslim ve i ‘td eyleyesin.” (BOA, p. 19)

The list of books requested by the Bukhara Khanate is contained in the following archival
document. A total of thirty-five book titles are listed, all of which are religious in content.

The historical document, dated 1827 AD (Hijri: 1242), is a palace correspondence regarding
scientific and religious cooperation between the Ottoman Empire and the Khanate of Bukhara. The
process of procuring the tafsir and figh books requested by the ruler of Bukhara from the Ottoman
Sultan is recorded in detail. The document is a letter of request and order. The content of the document
includes the gifting of religious books to the ruler of Bukhara. The names of these books are specified.
Sultan Mahmud II requested that the Enderun Library be consulted for books that could not be found
and that the deficiencies be remedied. He also ordered that the cost of the books be paid by the
treasurer:

“Beniim Veziriim!.. Efendi dd ‘imizin tarafina olan tezkiresi ve kiitiib defteri manzir-1 hiimayinum
olmusdur. Istira olunan kitdblarin akcasini defterddrdan alup miisarun-ileyhe teslim eyleyesin.
Defter-i mezkiir nezd-i sahdnemde tevkif olunmugdur. Bulunmayan kitablar: Enderiin-1 Hiimdyinum
Kiitiibhanesinde taharri etdirdeyim. Bulunur ise tarafina génderirim.” (BOA, p. 25)

This archival document is an important example reflecting the Ottoman Empire's scientific
centrality in the Islamic world and its warm and protective relationship with an Islamic city such as
Bukhara. The document demonstrates that the Ottomans reinforced their influence in the region not
only politically but also religiously and culturally. It is also valuable in that it shows the extent to
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which bureaucracy and protocol were decisive and heavily involved even in religious and cultural
activities.

Finally, it is essential to emphasize that pilgrims, who played a significant role in Ottoman-
Turkestan relations, facilitated the construction of lodges (fekkes) in Istanbul as a result of their
regular visits. These lodges, which enabled cultural transfer in terms of architecture, maintained
active communication between the pilgrims or the elite and the Palace due to their internal structure,
while also serving as a frequent destination for visitors and students from Turkestan. The most
renowned of these lodges, built in Anatolia and primarily in Istanbul, is the Uzbeks’ Lodge (Ozbekler
Tekkesi) located in Uskiidar. Established in the 18th century during the reign of Mahmud I (1752
1753), the lodge was built by the Governor of Maras, Abdullah Pasha, for the dervishes of the
Nagshbandi order coming to Istanbul from Central Asia. Notably, the sheikhs of this lodge were
consistently of Turkestan origin (Avsar, 2014, p. 162).

3.2. Correspondence on Political Matters

The archival document dated 1573 (Hijri: Zilkade 980) is a state letter sent by Selim II to Abdullah
Khan, the ruler of the Khanate of Bukhara. It addresses themes such as the military successes of the
Ottoman Empire, Islamic unity, and the welfare of the people. Despite the events of the Zigetvar
Campaign and the death of Sultan Suleiman I, the continuity of the state is expressed, emphasizing
that even if the sultan dies, the state and the army continue on their path with power. The protection
of pilgrimage routes, the safety of merchants and the people, and military victories against Austria
are among the main topics of the text. Accompanied by religious references and prayers, the greatness
of the Ottoman Empire and the protection of Islam are brought to the fore. Another topic covered in
the text is Venice's betrayal and the Cyprus issue. The letter states that Venice appeared to be obedient
but secretly helped the Austrian King with soldiers and goods, and in addition, the Ottomans
discovered that they were harming merchants and pilgrims on the pilgrimage route from the sea. Due
to Venice's failure to abide by the treaty, the Ottomans decided to conquer the island of Cyprus.
Cannons and war equipment were prepared, and orders were given for the expedition. The Ottoman
army decisively captured the island of Cyprus and other castles, and the resisting population was
either killed or taken prisoner. Those who surrendered were taken under Islamic protection. As a
result of this event, Cyprus and its surroundings were Islamized, integrated into the Ottoman
administrative structure, and the religious freedoms of the people were restricted, establishing the
supremacy of Islam. The Ottomans declared that they would respond with justice and force to the
betrayals of Venice and its enemies, ensuring the supremacy of Islam. The Ottomans would
consolidate Islamic order in the conquered lands, protect the people from corrupt beliefs and enemy
influence, and establish order, unity, and prosperity in society. In addition, it was stated that all
necessary measures would be taken to ensure the longevity of the established order and prevent the
disruption of the Ottoman system:

“... aheng ve dheng-i bi-direnge miibdseret idiip sedd-i sedid-i tig u teber ve hadd-i hadid-i giirz
ii sesper ile ebvdab-1 dmed-siidleri sed olunicak kimi tu ‘me-i sir-i semsir-i zafer-te 'sir ve ehl ii iyalleri
giriftar u esir olup ve kimi habl-i metin-i istimana ve urve-i viiskda-i afv u ihsana temesstikii takdim ve
kila ‘1 nevvdb-1 kam-ydbimiza teslim eyleyiip bi-indyetillahi'l-Meliki'l-Mu ‘in cezire-i mezbiire ve nice
kila* u memalik daht musahhar-1 nigin-i piir-temkinimiz olup ibtida’-i zuhiir-1 dinden ila-haze'l-hin
ma ‘abid-i evsdn olan kendyis-i rehdabinini mesdcid-i ehl-i imdn ve meddris-i ilm-i din kilinup
beglerbegi ve sancakbegleri nasb u ta‘yin olunup ale'l- vechi'l-kdmil havza-i hiikiimetimize ddhil
olmusdur. El-hdletii hazihi bu sal-i ferhunde-falde sanddid-i meld ‘in-i mezburinin istisali igtin
sefdyin-i gardyim-i dliye-i sahanemiz dmdde ve bddbdn-1 himmet-vdld-yi padisahdanemiz kiisade ve
hidayet-i besdret-dyet-i hazret-i miirsilii'r-riyahi pisva ve tevessiil-i mu ‘cizdat-1 kesiretii'l-berekat-i1
miirsil-i fettahi reh-niimd kilup evvel-i bahdr-1 huceste-asarda azim donanma-y1 hiimdyin-1 zafer-
makriin teddriik ii ihzar olunmagin unvan-1 namede mezkir olan mii’emmel ii emdninin mukaddemdt-
1 husilii; “el-umiiru merhunetiin bi-evkdtiha” fehvasinca mukteziydt-1 kazda ve takdir-i bi-tagyire
tefviz olundu. Gerekdir ki, sera-perde-i irddat-i zi'l-miilki ve'l-melekiitdan suver-i muraddt-i dlem-i
ndsut hiiveydd olunca ddyima nihdd-1 celdlet-dyetiniizde muzmer olan celddet ii sehametiniiz
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muktezdsinca kenef-i himdyetinizde mahmi olan re ‘aydyi ri ‘ayet ve dmme-i ahdli-i Islami mazarrat-i
akdyid-i fdside vii ilhad ve fesad-1 a‘dayr liydmdan himayet eyleyiip iman-1 ta‘allukat-1 zamad ir-i
kudsi-serd’ir ve zimam-1 tevecciihdt-1 havdtir-1 feyz-me’seri hullan u ahibbdyla erkdn-1 mersiisu'l-
biinyan-1 muhdlesat u vidad ve biinyan-1 kaviyyii'l-erkan-1 muvadlefet ii ittihad feyz-i1 fazl-1 Siibhani ve
avn i gavs-i Yezdani birriyle miimehhed ii ber-karar olmak savbina ma ‘tif kilina ki, bu kd ‘ide-i
marziyye miistahkem ii tistiivar olup ferdg-i1 bal-i cemdhir-i ulema ve sulehd ve refahiyyet-i hal-i
amme-i fukard ve zu ‘afd bir nev ‘ile nizam u intizam ve sebat ii istihkam iizre ola ki, min-ba ‘d anun
kava ‘id ii zavabitina ve ma ‘dkid ii ravabitina inkitd ‘ u inkirdz-1 devrana degin ihtimdl-i halel i fiitir
ve sevad 'ib-i naks u kusir yol bulmaya.” (BOA, pp. 6-7)

The document cited above briefly states that the safety of those who have completed the
pilgrimage and are returning to their homelands will be ensured on their journey home, and that the
Venetians, who pose a threat to Muslim merchants and engage in piracy, have been stopped in the
Mediterranean and Cyprus has been conquered, as reported to the Khan of Bukhara. These statements
emphasize the Ottoman Empire's role as protector of the Islamic world and aim to strengthen the
friendship between the Ottomans and the Khanate of Bukhara.

The archival document, dated May 5, 1573 (Hijri: 3 Muharrem 981), contains the decree given to
the Bey of Kaffa regarding sending a message to the Tatar beys in the Azak region to ensure the safety
of the route for the return journey of the Bukhara ambassador and his entourage visiting the Ottoman
Sultan. The translation of the document is provided below.

“Kefe begine hiikiim ki: Hald Buhara canibinden Asitine-i sa‘ddet-dsiyineme gelen ilcinin
mesalihi itmdma irigiip girii ol cdanibe tevecciih ii azimete isticaze eylemegin hiisn-i icdzet-i ali-
nehmetime mukdrin olup buyurdum ki: Vusil buldukda Azak canib[ler]inde olan iimerddan Yahsi
Sa ‘at Mirza ve Islam Mirza ve Kadi Mirza'ya haber ve adem gonderiip tenbih eyleyesin ki, miisdarun-
ileyhi ve ddemlerini Adil suyundan siihillet ile ubir itdirmek babinda geregi gibi mu ‘Gvenet ve
muzaheret eyleyiip kendiiye ve ddemlerine ve esbab u davarlarina kimesneyi dahl ii ta‘arruz
itdiirmeyltip emin ve salim ulasdurup sen dahi lazim olan havayiclerin ak¢alariyla tedariik itdiiresin.”
(BOA, p. 8)

This brief decree reflects the Ottoman Empire's sphere of influence in trade and diplomacy in the
northern Black Sea region and its connections with Turkestan. Local lords and commanders were
warned to ensure the safety of the Bukhara ambassador during his arrival in Istanbul and his return
journey near Azak. This document is a diplomatic correspondence demonstrating the Ottoman
Empire's authority in Crimea, Azak, and the northern Black Sea region. Local beys were requested to
refrain from actions such as attacks and robberies that would threaten the safety of the ambassador
and his delegation, and they were also obliged to provide protection and assistance. This document
guaranteed the safety of the ambassador's property, men, and animals, and the Bey of Ke fe was tasked
with providing for their needs. Such orders demonstrate the great importance the Ottomans attached
to the principle of “diplomatic immunity” in their international relations. Furthermore, the Ottomans'
establishment of relations with distant Islamic countries such as Bukhara is noteworthy in terms of
strengthening their role as the leader of the Islamic world.

Another example of the strong continuation of relations between the Ottoman Empire and
Turkestan is the fact that the Khans in the region sought the opinion of the Caliphate in the Ottoman
Empire regarding their disputes. The document dated 1702 (Hijri: 1113) is an imperial decree sent
from the Uzbek Khans to the Khan of Balkh, Sayyid Muhammad Mukim Khan. This document was
written to resolve the dispute between Sayyid Muhammad Mukim Khan and his uncle, Sayyid
Ubeydullah Khan. The letter sent from the imperial court addressed to Sayyid Muhammad Mukim
Khan emphasized that the hostility and animosity between him and Sayyid Abdullah Khan, who ruled
in Bukhara, must be ended immediately, otherwise enemies would take advantage of the situation. It
also states that this situation is contrary to Allah's will. Although it was Mukim Khan's uncle, Sayyid
Abdullah Khan, who initiated the hostility, Mukim Khan is advised to show the necessary
understanding and leniency, supported by verses and hadiths. It is stated that action should be taken
in accordance with verses 59 and 60 of Surah Hashr (O Lord, leave no rancor in our hearts toward
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those who believe!). The fact that the Ottoman Sultan was consulted on this matter, despite being
quite distant from the geography of Turkestan, is a sign of loyalty to the caliphate held by the Ottoman
Empire.

“...Ancak name-i muhadlasat-iktiraninizda rakam-zede-i kilk-i beydn kilindigi iizre darii'l-
mufahare-i Buhara'da ferman-ferma olan amminiz Seyyid Abdulldh Han ile beyninizde peydd olan
adavet ii bagdd sematet-i a ‘da ve tehvin-i riikn-i rekin-i seri‘at-i garrdaya mii’eddi bir emr-i na-savab
ve muhalif-i riza-y1 Cendb-1 Rabbii'l- erbab olup bu hildfin yine i’tilafa tahvili ve bu sikdkin yine
hiisn-i vifaka ircd‘ ve tebdili ehemm-i mehamm-1 diniyye ve akvem-i meram-1 diinyeviyyeden idiigi
zahir olmagla ibtida tarik-1 tecaviize i ‘tida amminiz cdanibinden vaki ‘ olmus ise de meslik-i miiliik-i
stitide-siiliik olan mu ‘amele-i bi'l-miicdmele ka ‘idesi tarafinizdan miira ‘dt ve zuhiir eden miindfesata
musafat ile miikafdat olunup el-mii’miniine ke'l-biinyani yesiiddii ba zuhum ba ‘zan magzas iizre
beyninizde biinyan-i vifaki kuvvet-i ittifak ile sedd ve rdah-1 hilaf-1 sikaki min-kiilli'l-viicih sedd idiip
nasthat-i miilikanemiz ile ihtida vela tec ‘al fi kuliibina gillen li'llezine dmenii fehva-yi serifine iktifaya
bezl-i cidd-i evfa eyleyesiz...” (BOA, p. 72)

The archival document dated July 23, 1789 (Hijri: 23 Shawwal 1203) states that if the Ottoman
Empire were at war with Russia, the Khan of Bukhara, Muhammad Khan, would be ready to assist
the Ottoman state with his Kazakh and Kyrgyz Tatars. A written order sent from the Ottoman Empire
to the Khan of Bukhara states that the Ottomans are at war with Moscow and that fighting the infidels
and jihad are obligatory for the entire Islamic community. Upon receiving the written order from the
Ottomans, the Khan of Bukhara sent envoys to the Kyrgyz and Kazakh Tatars to explain the gravity
of the situation. It was reported that due to the Russians' actions contrary to the agreement made with
the Ottomans, the doors of war had been opened on land and sea, and the obligation of jihad had to
be fulfilled. The text emphasized that all Muslims had to participate in this war and that this jihad
was obligatory for every Muslim. It also stated that the entry of Muscovite merchants into the country
had to be prevented and all their trade activities had to be stopped. All this information was reported
to the Ottomans by the Bukhara ambassador, Muhammad Bedi Bey. Based on the information
provided in the archival document, it is understood that the Ottoman Empire was able to use its
influence in Turkestan in the military, commercial, and diplomatic spheres during the war with
Russia. This situation demonstrates the extent to which relations between the Ottomans and Turkestan
had developed during this period.

“...Buhara'dan ben ¢ikmazdan bes on giin mukaddem taraf-1 Devlet-i Aliyye'den han-1 miisdrun-
ileyhe irsal buyrulan name-i hiimdyun vasil olup mefhiimunda Moskov keferesinin miinafi-i uhid ve
suriit vaki‘ olan harekdti takribiyle ber-miiceb-i fetvd-yi serife berren ve bahren kefere-i mesfiire
tizerine muhdrebe kapulari a¢ilup icrd-y1 fariza-i gazdya kiyam buyruldugu miinderic ve mastir
oldugundan derhal han-1 miiisarun-ileyh niifiis-1 kesireden ibaret olup taht-1 itd ‘atinde ve Moskov
memleketiyle hem-hudid olan Kiwrgiz Tatarlarina mahsis kdagidlar ve Kazak hanlarina sefirler
gonderiip Halifetii'l-Miislimin olan Al-i Osméan Pddisah hazretlerinin Moskov ile seferi var imis.
Kiiffar ile muhdrebe ve cihdd kdffe-i ehl-i Islam iizerine farz olmugsdur. Icimizde her ne kadar
Moskovlu tiiccart var ise ciimlesini tard ve def” ve fi md ba‘d Moskovlunun her bar ihtiydclarina
mebni ol taraflardan istiraya mecbiir oldugu bargir ve koyun ve yapagi vesdir emti‘a ve egyayi bey
itmeyesiz. Ve mudmele-i ticareti kiilliyen kat ‘ idesiz. Ve Moskovlu memleketlerini her tarafdan urup
taht u tardc ve emvdl ve esydlarin igtindm ve nisd ve sibyanlarin esir iderek geregi gibi ahz-1 intikam
eyleyesiz ve Devlet-i Aliyye-i daimii'l-kardrin Moskovlu ile hayirlu ve menfaatlii musdlahasi tahakkuk
itmedikce onlar ile husimetden fdrig olmayasiz deyii geregi gibi tavsiye ve te’kid ile Moskoviu
memleketleri tizerine zikr olunan Kirgiz ve Kazak Tatarlarini sevk ve taslit eyledi. Kirgiz ve Kazak
tdifesi bi-nihdye olup ciimlesi ehl-i Islaimdan ve Hénefiyyii'l-mezheb olmalariyla muktezd-y: saldbet-
i diniyyeleri iizre han-1 miigarun-ileyhin emr ii tenbihi muktezdsinca bildd-1 kiiffara akn idiip bir
tarafdan memalik-i a‘dayr tahrib itmek iizredirler. Bunlarin eger¢i hdn-1 miisdrun-ileyhe
tebe ‘iyyetleri derkardwr. Ancak kendiilere muzirr ve icrdsi gayr-1 miimkiin olan mdddede hana ita ‘at
itmezler. Mesela bu def*a vaki ‘ olan emrine imtisal ile memleket-i a ‘ddya hiiciim ve mallarini igtinam
idiyorlar. Ba‘de'l-musdlaha aldiginiz emval ve tiseray:r yine redd edeceksiz. Béyle kavl olundu ve
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musdlaha bunun iizerinedir denilse bir vechile miifid olmayup aldiklarindan hi¢ bir sey vermezler.
Ve bu babda séz dinlemezler.” (BOA, 2004, p. 67)

Another archival document is dated April 7, 1800 (Hijri: 12 Zilkade 1214). This document is a
petition requesting passports from the Ottoman Sultan so that Haji Nazar Muhammad, Haji Baba,
Haji Kasim, Haji Artuk, Hoca Tahir, and Hoca Abdullah, who had left Bukhara and had been traveling
for a long time, could return to their homeland:

“Devletlii inayetlii merhametlii sultdnim hazretleri sag olsun; arz-1 hal-i da ‘ileridir ki, bu kullar
asil Buhara'dan olup miiddet-i vdfireden beru seydhatte giizar olup bu avanda alti nefer kimse
beldemize tevecciih itmek murdd eyledikde yedimize bir bdsport [pasaport] kerem [ve] ihsdn eyleyiip
ve haywr-dudamiza mazhar olunmak bdbinda emr u ferman devletlii indyetlii semdhatlii sultdnim
hazretlerinindir.” (BOA, p. 10)

This document, dating from the early 19th century, demonstrates that during that period, border
and identity control had acquired an institutional character within the Ottoman Empire's diplomacy
and bureaucracy. It is noteworthy that the concept of a passport was used at that time in the modern
sense as an international travel permit. The fact that those coming from Bukhara had to pray to the
Sultan and ask for permission even when passing through Ottoman territories demonstrates that the
Ottoman Empire maintained its legitimacy and status as a center of power in the Islamic world. The
document also reflects the Ottoman Empire's sensitivity regarding the safety of Muslim merchants,
pilgrims, and travelers.

The archival document dated February 14, 1816 (Hijri: 15 Rabi' al-Awwal 1231), which contains
information about Turkestan, covers a different subject compared to the others. The Persian document
written by Mir Haydar Khan, the ruler of Bukhara, to the Sultan was translated into Ottoman Turkish
and presented to the imperial court. In this document, Mir Haydar Khan requests religious books from
the Ottoman Sultan. In addition to this request, Haydar Khan asks the Sultan to grant him a
government charter, i.e., special permission, to establish authority over the Khanates of Kazan and
Khwarezm. He also requests information regarding reports of the Saudis' invasion of Mecca and
Medina, the holy lands for Muslims:

“...Buhara Hakimi tarafindan oldugu ve ile'l-an ol minval iizre olup fakat Kazgan ve Harezm
Eyaleti hiikkami hiffet-i tab‘ ve hadasetleri cihetiyle gah itd‘at ve gah adem-i itd‘at ile tarik-1
miistakimden udul ve inhirdflart meshiid oldugundan miigarun-ileyh Devlet-i Aliyye’nin muti‘ ve
fermdn-ber bendegdanindan ma ‘dud buyurularak eydlet-i mezbiirenin hiikiimeti mensiruyla ser-efraz
kilinmasi ve mukaddema Su lid-1 na-mes ‘ldun Haremeyn-i Muhteremeyn e istildasi mesmii ‘lari olarak
badi-i hiizn ii melalleri olmus oldugundan itminan-i ehl-i Islam zimninda Hicaz tarafinin keyfiyyet ve
ahvali is ‘ar olunmasi beyaniyla haddi olmayarak Divan Begi Mirza Muhammed Yisuf ile takdimine
ictira eyledigi iki cild Deld’il-i Serif ve bir mikdar itr hediyyesinin nazar-i iltifat-1 miilitkane ile
megsmiil buyurulmasi tazarru ‘unda ve mirza-y1 miimd-ileyhin bir an akdem i‘dde ve ircd ‘v husiisuna
miisd ‘ade-i seniyye erzdan buyurulmasimi Hakim-i miisarun-ileyh Mir Haydar Hdan salifii’z-zikr
ndamesinde tahrir ider.” (BOA, p. 14)

In the above document, the Khan of Bukhara demonstrated clear allegiance to the caliphate held
by the Ottomans, thereby supporting the central role of the Ottomans in the Sunni Islamic world.
Historically, the populations of Turkestan -particularly within the territories of modern-day
Uzbekistan- strictly adhered to the Hanafi madhhab. This commitment was characterized by a
rigorous stance toward other schools of law, whereby any legal ruling issued by an authority from a
different madhhab was deemed invalid. Hence, the religious affinity toward the Ottoman State was
rooted not only in the political prestige of the Caliphate but also in this shared jurisprudential identity
(Garipova, 2026, p. 58). The request for Islamic sources and books is an effort to strengthen Bukhara's
religious administration. His expectation from the Ottomans regarding the Hijaz reveals that the
Ottomans are still seen as the most reliable political and religious authority in the Islamic world
against the Saudi threat. The Khan behaved like a vassal of the Ottomans in the region, but at the
same time demanded recognition of his local authority. This letter was a sign of prestige for the
Ottomans, but it also showed that the Islamic world, from India to Bukhara to Khwarezm, expected
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support from the Ottomans. The Ottomans, in turn, used such requests to maintain their religious
legitimacy and protect their sphere of influence without direct military intervention.

The letter beginning with “To the most noble and honorable ruler of the world, the ruler of
Bukhara, in response to the letter received from him, containing the answer and sent as a precious
gift, some rare books were sent" (BOA, p. 14) dated April 27-May 6, 1818 (Hijri: Cemaziyelahir
1233), constitutes a response to the requests and information requests mentioned above. The
document sent to the Governor of Bukhara, Mir Haydar Shah, contains information that the Hejaz,
Mecca, and Medina have been liberated from the Saudi invasion and that some of the requested
religious books have been sent. This archival document, which contains the response, does not include
information on whether the government decree was given to the Governor of Bukhara.

The imperial decree, written during the reign of Ottoman Sultan Abdiilmecid, is dated July 22,
1857 (Hijri: 30 Zilkade 1273). This archival document, which concerns the awarding of the Mecidiye
Medal to Sheikh Fethullah of Bukhara for his bravery in the Battle of Silistra, is significant in that it
shows that, in accordance with the call of the Caliphate, some Muslim Turks from Turkestan also
fought in the Ottoman ranks in certain battles:

“Nisan-1 hiimayun oldur ki: Saltanat-1 seniyyem hakkinda 1zhdr-1 gayret ve hamiyyet ve sadakat
eden ve mendfi -i Devlet-i Aliyye’m i¢iin ibrdz-1 asar-1 hayr-hahi ve istikdmet eyleyenlerin ta ‘attufat-
1 seniyye-i sahdneme nd’iliyyeti san-1 me ‘dli-iinvan-1 padisahanem iktizasindan bulunduguna ve
tarik-1 dervisandan Buharali Seyh Fethullah -zide kadriihi- ‘nun Silistre Muharebesi'nde meshiid
olan hiisn-i hidmeti ve ibrdz eyledigi mesa ‘i-i makbiilesi cihetiyle dtifet-i seniyyeme kesb-i istihkak
eyledigine bina’en bu def*a Mecidiye nisan-1 hiimayiunumun besinci riitbesinden bir kit ‘ast kendiisine
indyet ve ihsan kilinmis olmagla isbu berat-i mekdrim-simdt-1 sehriyaranem dahi tasdir ve i‘ta
kilindi.” (BOA, pp. 29-30)

The reward given to Sheikh Fethullah of Buhara for his service in the Battle of Silistra reflects
the understanding of the period that military achievements and services should be recognized. Loyalty
and service were deemed worthy of praise and were rewarded. In such texts, rewarding individuals
loyal to the state is an important element in strengthening the empire's power and authority.

The document dated 1839 (Hijri 1254) is a diplomatic letter sent by the Khan of Kokand to the
Ottoman Empire and contains the political and military demands conveyed by the Khanate of Kokand
to the Ottoman State. Considering its content, this document is significant in that it demonstrates the
close relations between Turkestan and the Ottoman Empire. The beginning of the letter assesses the
general situation in Turkestan. It states that the Khan of Hokand had no problems in his relations with
either China or the Khanate of Bukhara, but that his relations with Russia were not good. The letter
states that Russia has drawn some nomadic Khans, particularly among the Kipchaks, to its side, while
some continue to pay taxes to the Khanate of Kokand. Some Khans in the region, however, act
independently without allegiance to any side. The article also states that the Kipchak population in
the region was around eight million, but only a portion of them belonged to the Khanate of Hokand,
while another portion belonged to Russia. It is also noted that due to Russia's current policy, they
were in conflict with the Khanate of Kokand from time to time. The Khan of Kokand requested
military assistance from the Ottoman Empire in order to maintain the military strength of the Khanate.
The Khan of Kokand requested infantry, cavalry, and artillery instructors, and if the requested
instructors were not sent, he requested that educational books on these subjects be sent. The reason
given for this is that the Hokand Khanate's army previously consisted only of cavalry, and the infantry
unit was newly established. It is also stated that training in the newly established infantry unit was
provided according to the British system. Furthermore, it was requested that military ranks be granted
by the Ottoman Empire to some of the military officials in the Khanate and that this be announced to
the other Khans in Fergana, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan. At the end of the letter, it was requested
that the Hokand Khan's twelve-year-old son also be granted the title of I1-i Khan. Due to the important
content of the letter, the entire text of this document is reproduced below:

“Hokand Sefiri Zahid Hdce-i Gilan da ‘tleriyle olan miikalemenin suretidir. Hak-i pay-i hiimayiin-
1 hazret-i miiltikdneye Hokand Hdni Muhammed Hdan hazretlerinin bu def‘a takdim eyledigi
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ndamesinde ba ‘z1 husis, zdt-1 serifinizin gifdhen ifadesine havdle buyruldugu muharrer olmagla ana
nazaran ifade ve istid ‘aniz nedir?” deyii il¢iden sii’dl eyledigimde muma ileyh dahi; “Bizim
hdnimizin zir-i hukmiinde olan memdalikin bir tarafi Buhara ve bir tarafi Cin-i Mdgin ve bir tarafi
Rusya Devleti olmagla Buhara ile dd’ima sulh iizre olup Cin-i Mdgin’in dahi iizerine varilur ise
muhdrebeye kiyam idiip varilmadigi hdlde kendii hudiidundan harice tecaviiz itmemek ddet-i
miistemirresidir. Hattd Kasgar ve Hoten vesd'ir yedi sehir Cinilerin zabtinda iken gavgd ve
nizd ‘olunmasun igtin hakim-i ser‘ler bizim tarafimizdan nasb olunup ve hakan-1 Cin beher sene
hdanmimiza def*-i bela diyerek bir ¢ok ak¢a dahi virir. Ancak Rusya Devleti miiddet-i medideden berii
Dest-i Kipgagin konar-gocer tore ve ba ‘zi hanlarini akg¢a vesd’ir hile ile kendii tarafina celb ve
ba zilar1 bizim hanimiza ita ‘at idiip zekdtlarini virirler ve ba ‘zilari hi¢ bir tarafa meyl itmeyiip kendii
baslarina gezerler.” dimekle kulunuz dahi1 “Dest-i Kipcagin niifiisu sekiz milyondur, ne mikddri han
hazretlerine ve ne kadari Rusya Devleti'ne tabi‘ olup ve ne mikdari kendii basimadirlar ve bes-on sene
mukaddem Hokand'a yirmi giinliik mesafede Bedbaht nam ¢oliin basinda Rusya Devleti bir palanka
insd idiip hdan hazretleri tarafindan asker irsdliyle palankasini hedm ve Rusya askeri tard u def*
olunmusy idi; simdi ne hadldedir?” deyii sii’alimde; “Dest-i Kip¢cagin niifiis ve hanimiz ile Rusya
Devleti'ne ne mikddri tabi‘ olup ve ne kadar: kendii basina olduklart ma ‘limum degildir ve zikr
olunan palanka mukaddemd hedm olup, ben bu tarafa azimetimden iki giin evvel; -Ol mahalle
Rusyalu yine palanka insd eyledi.- deyii dmed ii siid iden tiiccardan rivayet olunmagla hanimiz
tahkikina ddem gondermis idi. Iste ma ‘limunuz olan mahzirdt def” iciin esbabina tesebbiis lazim
geldiiginden ve bizim askerimizin ciimlesi siivari olup piyddesi olmadigindan ve mukabele-i bi'l-misl
sart idiiginden bir kag¢ seneden berii Hindistan'dan gelen Mu ‘allim Kerim Han vdsita ve deldletiyle
Avrupa usilii tizre piyade ve topgu ta ‘limine siiri * olunmusg ise de cebren alinmayup el-hdletii hdazihi
istekleriyle yazilan piydde neferi bes yiiz ve takimiyla ¢arha topu on iki kit ‘aya reside olup inga’alldhii
te ‘Gl sdye-i hazret-i sahdnede ahdli alisup giinden giine tezdyiid bulacagi ve askerin ta ‘limi Ingiliz
ka ‘idesi tizre olup hanumizin iltimadsi evvelen, taraf-1 esref-i sahdaneden iki piydade ve iki siivari ve iki
topgu ta ‘limcileri irsaline indyet buyurulmak ve eger bu miimkin olmaz ise piydde ve siivari ve topgu
ta ‘limlerine ve sd’ir harb i kitdle da’ir tab‘ olunmus ve olunacak kitdblardan birer niisha ihsan
buyurulmasi, saniyen; hanimiz ol tarafda zdt-1 hiimayiin-1 sehin-gahilerinin bir ser ‘askeri olup seyf-i
nizami-i sahdne ve nisan-1 hiimayun-1 miiltikaneleriyle miiftehir ve bendelige kabiil buyruldugu yedi-
sekiz seneye balig olup sa’ir bendegdn misillii kat *-1 riitbe ve kesb-i niifiiz itmege istihkaki oldugundan
ndme-i hiimdyun-1 ma ‘delet-niimiin-1 sahdanelerinde kdffe-i miilk-i Fergana ve Dest-i Kip¢ak-1
Kazakiyye ve Dest-i Aldy-1 Kirgiziyye, Hanlar Hani unvaniyla mu ‘anven buyurulmasi ve bu vesile ile
hi¢ bir tarafa itd ‘ati olmayup kendii baslarina olan ilat hanlarina nasthat ve iili'l-emre itd ‘ate da ‘vet
ile millet-i Islamiyyeyi ittihad-1 kuliiba ragbete lutf u merhamet-i miiliikaneleri erzani buyurulmasu,
sdlisen; on iki yasinda fakat bir oglum ve veliyy-i ahdim olan Muhammed Emin Han sehzddelerine
dahi Iller Hani ta ‘bir ve unvaniyla mesriir ve bekam buyurulmasini istid ‘a ve iltimds eyledigi” sefir-
i miumad-ileyhin sifdhen takrir ve ifadesinden ma ‘lum olmusdur. Baki emr u fermdn hazret-i men
lehii'l-emrindir.” (BOA, pp. 41-42)

This document should be regarded not only as a record of diplomatic relations, but also as an
important source that thoroughly examines the strategies pursued by the Ottoman Empire in foreign
policy and its military preparations. The content of the document reveals the multi-ethnic structure of
the Ottoman Empire, its efforts to modernize its military power, and its claims to leadership in the
Islamic world. The document focuses particularly on the situation and relations of the Khanate of
Kokand. It contains details describing the border issues of Khan Muhammad Khan of Kokand with
major powers such as Russia and China, as well as the military and commercial situation in these
lands. At the same time, this type of correspondence can also be read as a guarantee of peace and
cooperation between governments. The description of the internal turmoil witnessed in Turkestan
during this period and Russia's interventions in Hokand requires evaluation within a broader
geopolitical context. A large part of the archival document concerns military training, strategy, and
security measures. For example, the shortage of infantry in the Khanate of Hokand, defense plans
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against Russia, and the provision of European-style military training by military instructors from
India reveal a strategic plan aimed at coping with the great powers.

The writings also demonstrate that military training was taken seriously and that modern military
methods were being adopted. At the end of the document, there is also a wish regarding the ruler's
family. This is another indication of how important the continuity of the dynasty was in the Ottoman
Empire. This section reflects the Ottoman Empire's efforts to maintain a balance of power among its
own rulers and heirs.

M. Sarayli, who wrote a comprehensive study on the relations between the Ottoman Empire and
Turkestan, attributed the Ottoman Empire's failure to achieve its goal of providing military aid to
Turkestan to the following reasons:

“...Ne var ki Tiirkistan devletleri ile Osmanli Devleti arasinda, sii Iranin gecit vermez bir set
gibi bulunmasi ve Kafkaslarin Ruslar tarafindan isgal edilmis olmasi gibi sebeplerle, istenen askeri
malzemeyi génderecek bir yol bulunamamustir. Silah yardimi haricinde istenen askeri yardim ise hig
miimkiin olmamustir. Zira bu yardimlarin istendigi devirlerde Osmanli Devleti 'nin hem Rusya ile sulh
halinde olmasi ve hem de Rusya’dan ¢ekinmesi dolayisiyla, asker yardimi miimkiin olmamigtir. Bu
istekte bulunan iilkelerin temsilcilerine goniillii toplama tavsiyesinde bulunulmus bundan da istenen
netice almamamustir” (Saray, 2000, p. 19).

Following this document, the Ottoman Sultan awarded the title of Khan of the Provinces to Seyyid
Muhammed Khan, son of the Khan of Hokand, with his imperial insignia.

“...avauf-i aliyye-i sahanemden seref-ydfte-i sudiir olan irdde-i mevhibet-ade-i padisahdanem
miicebince pederi miisarun-ileyhin zir-i idaresinde ka’in mahallerin _ller Hanligi unvani miifevvaz-i
uhde-i dirdyet ii necabeti kilimmagla isbu mensiir-1 lami ‘u'n-nir-i fa’izu's-stiriru virdim ve buyurdum
ki:

Bundan boyle han-1 miisarun-ileyh her bir husiisda peder-i ali-giiheri miisarun-ileyh cendablarinin
emr ii re'yi iizre hareketle ibraz-1 me’dsir-i riza-ciyi ve miitdbe ‘at ve miiteferri‘dt-1 umiru olan
mevddda kemd-yenbagi icrd-y1 muktezd-y1 fetanet-kari ve reviyyete bezl-i cell-i miknet eyleye; soyle
bileler, aldmet-i serife i ‘timdd kilalar.” (BOA, p. 44)

The document dated July 21-30, 1849 (Hijri: Ramadan/1265) is a response to a letter sent by
Muhammad Emin Bahadir Khan, the ruler of Khwarezm, one of the Turkestan Khanates, requesting
that Russia be prevented from attacking his territories. The reply letter indicates that Bahadir Khan's
letter requesting assistance from the Ottoman Empire stated that the security and peace of the
Khwarezm people would be ensured under Ottoman protection, and that the Ottoman-Khwarezm
alliance was considered very important. It was stated that the necessary support and all kinds of
assistance would be provided for the consolidation of the state's power and the continuation of its
prosperity against Russia's cross-border violations. Furthermore, it was stated that the Khwarezmian
ruler appreciated the support and assistance he received from the Ottoman Empire, and a strong
statement was made that strengthening friendly relations was in the interests of both states. In this
context, it was expressed that both countries would continue to cooperate against such possible
external threats and were determined to maintain their friendly relations.

“..ta‘arruzat-1 vaki‘amin indifd ‘m  kalben ve kavlen temenni ve istid‘ddan hali
olmayacagimizdan ol bdbda Rusya Devlet-i fahimesi tarafina ifadat-1 ldzime-i dostane icrd olunmusg
ve hiikiimet-i fahimaneleriyle dostine ve muhibbane mu ‘ameldatda bulunmak kendiilerinin dahi dil-
hdhlart oldugu beydn kilinmis ve tarafimizdan her diirlii mesad ‘i-i miimkinenin sarfinda tecviz-i
miisamaha olunmayacagindan ingaa'llahii'l-Kerim husul-i matalib-i  hamiyyet-karileri eltdf-1
lahiyyeden kaviyyen me’miil bulunmusdur. Cendb-i1 siitiide-elkablarinin miitehallik u mevsuf
olduklart hilye-i hasene-i diyanet-kdari ve hamiyyet iktizasinca dahil-i da’ire-i hiikiimetleri bulunan
mahall ii memdalikde sdkin ii mutavattin kdffe-i ahdli ve re ‘dyad ve berdyanin vikdye-i emn ii dsdyisine
bezl-i ma-hasal tkdam ii ihtimam buyuracaklar: bi-istibah oldugu misillii devlet-i miigarun-ileyhd ile
hiikimet-i Kaanileri beyninde miin ‘akid olan uhid ii suriita daht dikkat ii vi‘ayet olunarak her halde
levazim-1 miisalemet-kari ve musdfata i‘tind ve himmet buyruldukca bi't-tab ‘ ser-riste-i tahattiyadt
miindefi‘ olacaginda istibah olmamagin bu husislar iizerine dostdne ve halisdne olarak icra-yi
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ihtardt ile dikkat-i behiyyelerinin celbi ldzime-i zimmet-i yek-ciheti vii dosti add olunmug oldugu
beydniyla tesyid-i biinyan-1 hullet ve temhid-i erkan-1 hubb ii muhdlesat zimninda isbu cevab-name-i
hiimdyinumuz terkim ve tahrir ve sefir-i miumd-ileyhimdya tevdi‘an taraf-1 seriflerine ba s ii tesyir
kilindy. Insda'lléhii te ‘ala lede'-sa ‘di'l vusiil ma ‘lim-1 necabet-melziimlar: buyruldukda bundan boyle
canib-i seniyyii'l-cevanib-i miiliikanemiz asar-1 tevadd ii miivalat-1 Kaanileriyle mesmiil ve her halde;
‘Esra‘u'd-du‘d icabeten du‘d’ii'l-ga’ibi li'l-ga’ib’ tarika-i miistahsenesine himem-i behiyyeleri
masrif buyurulmasi tevakku ‘-gerde-i hdlisanemizdir. Baki hemise ravdbit-1 miivalat mii’eyyed ve
zavdbit-1 musdfdt mii’ebbed ve mebdni-i hullet i mu’dhat miimehhed ii miiseyyed bad; bi'n-nebiyyi
ve alihi'l-emcdd.” (BOA, p. 59)

On September 30, 1861 (Hijri: 25 Rabi' al-Awwal 1278), a diplomatic archive document
requested assistance from the Ottoman Empire against Russia, which sought to seize Uzbekistan and
the Hokand region. In this document presented by the Hokand ambassador to the Ottoman Empire, it
is stated that although the Hokand Khanate appeared to be capable of governing itself militarily,
economically, and administratively, the mines could not be operated due to the lack of regular
training, and the military structure was in disarray. The document also stated that the people of
Hokand took pride in their religious affiliation with the Ottomans and therefore needed Ottoman
protection under all circumstances. The ambassador was tasked with requesting the Ottoman Empire's
assistance to prevent Russian intervention. The letter also states that the people of Maveraiinnehir and
its surroundings have deep respect and affection for the Ottomans.

“...Ancak bir miiddetden berii Rusya Devleti'nin havali-i Ozbekistin'a aralikda hiiciim iderek
ba ‘zi hudidu tecaviiz itmek ve envd ‘i desdyis ile Hokand ve ol havaliyi zabt idiip almak efkdr-i
sahihinde bulunduguna ve ol havali ahalisi ise Devlet-i Aliyye 'nin bir du ‘a-giy-1 kadimleri olduguna
ve her ne kadar asker ve miihimmdt ve ma ‘deniydt ve sa’irece idare-i miilkiine iktiddar halinde ise de
taht-1 terbiyede olmadiklar: cihetle ma ‘denleri metritk ve askerleri nizamsiz bir hdl ve hey’etde
bulunup ahdli-i Hokand, Devlet-i Aliyye-i Ebed-miiddet’e kadimden berii min-ciheti'l-mezhebiyye
tabi‘iyyet serefiyle miiftehir olduklari cihetle herhdlde himdye ve sahdbet-i saltanat-1 seniyyeye
muhtac bulunduguna...” (BOA, p. 52)

The document cited above states that the people of Hokand and its surroundings were religiously
affiliated with the Ottoman Empire and needed its protection. This reinforced the Ottoman Empire's
sovereignty in the region and its power in the struggle against such regional powers. The people of
Hokand expressed their allegiance to the state and requested its assistance. Such diplomatic texts
emphasize that aid and support must be provided on the basis of mutual understanding. Here, too, the
request for “protection” demonstrates the Ottoman Empire's intention to maintain its regional
sovereignty and protection. The document also mentions requests for military aid and training. The
state's desire to modernize its military power is also evident here. The military and strategic aspects
of the document provide important information about the Ottoman Empire's strategies for ensuring
regional security, protecting its borders, and using military force. In short, this document shows the
Ottoman Empire's diplomatic relations, particularly the tensions with Russia and China along its
borders, and its approach to internal and external threats. At the same time, this document reveals that
the Ottoman Empire used it as an opportunity to demonstrate its power and reinforce its leadership
claims, especially in regions with Muslim populations. This document provides highly significant
information about the Ottoman Empire's outward-looking strategies and its understanding of regional
sovereignty.

An archival document containing a letter written by Grand Vizier Mehmed Riisdi Pasha during
the reign of Ottoman Sultan Abdiilaziz on January 10, 1867 (Ramadan 4, 1283 AH) was addressed
to the Governor of Bukhara for the appointment of Tashkent Hanzade Sultan Khan to a suitable
position.

“Sehdmetlii, fahametlii, nebahatlii han-i celilii'l-iinvdn hazretleri;

Devlet-i Aliyye ile hiikiimet-i fahimdneleri beyninde mevcid ve miiterakki olan ravabit-1
ma ‘neviyye-i ittihddiyye ve meveddet-i kdmile-i hakikiyyenin icdb-i tabi ‘isinden olmak iizre dsitan-i
fahdmet-iinvdan-1 hiikiimdarilerinden hdcet-mend olanlar bu tarafdan vesatat-1 tahririyyeye
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miirdca ‘ati meddr-1 husil-i matlab bildikleri cihetle, Taskend hdnzddelerinden olup bu kerre pay-i
taht-1 hiikiimddrilerine dzim olan Sultan Han Efendi dd ‘ilerininin asdlet ve necabet-i zatiyyesine
taraf-1 miistecmi ‘u's-seref-i fahimdanelerinden ibrdz-1 hiirmet ve merhamet buyrulacagi timid- varligi
ile kendiisinin oraca hdline miinasib bir hidmetde istihdamuyla ha’iz-i nisab-1 mefharet olmakligt
emrinde...” (BOA, 2004, p. 34)

The report dated March 21, 1872 (Hijri: 10 Jumada al-Ula 1289) is a petition submitted to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs by Haci Osman, a merchant from Bukhara. According to the
memorandum submitted by Hact Osman of Bukhara, Russia is implementing a plan to encircle the
Ottoman Empire. According to this plan, Russia, the old enemy of the Sublime Porte, is resorting to
all kinds of tricks to achieve its goal; it is acting on misguided ideas such as threatening England via
India and encircling Ottoman territories by invading Iran through the Turkmenistan valley. In this
vein, it first occupied many parts of the Khanate of Bukhara, then destroyed the Khanates of Khiva
and Khokand, and inflicted unspeakable cruelty on the Muslim people living in these regions.
Considering what the Russians have done in the past, it is clear what evil they will do in the future. It
is the clear duty of the Ottoman Empire to protect all believers on earth and to remove the oppression
of the enemies that afflict them. This truth is known and accepted by everyone. The glory and power
of the Sublime Porte, its victory over its enemies, will increase in proportion to the number of Muslim
peoples under its protection. For this reason, Hac1 Osman requests assistance from the Ottoman
Empire and states that the more than fifteen million Muslims of Turkestan are ready to come under
Ottoman protection if support is provided. Hact Osman offered some practical solutions to the
Ottoman Empire so that this sacred and beneficial goal could be achieved as soon as possible. These
solutions are as follows:

* The Afghan people are an extremely brave and combative nation. As of today, they have the
power to deploy over 100,000 trained soldiers equipped with modern weapons. If officers and soldiers
are sent from Afghanistan to Bukhara as trainers, the currently disorganized Bukhara army can be
brought under discipline in a short time. This would enable the creation of a regular army of 100,000
from Bukhara's population of over two million.

* Modern weapons could be brought in via Afghanistan.

* If the Emirate of Kashgar also joins this alliance, it too has the capacity to deploy 100,000
soldiers. This would create a very powerful alliance.

* Russia currently has only about 20,000 troops in Khokand, Tashkent, Samarkand, and Khiva.
Therefore, thanks to this powerful Islamic alliance, Russian troops can be easily removed from these
regions, and their castles, outposts, and trenches can be destroyed.

* Furthermore, the Emirate of Baluchistan is a small but independent state on the coast of the
Indian Ocean. It is hoped that it will comply with the orders of the Caliphate in every respect.

* [f an agreement is reached with Baluchistan, weapons and ammunition can be shipped through
a port on its coast. Using this route would facilitate the transport of weapons to the regions mentioned
above.

If Hac1 Osman Bey’s proposed solutions are accepted, regions such as Hokand, Tashkent, and
Samarkand could be annexed to Bukhara, while the lands of Khiva and the warrior Turkmen tribes
could be annexed to Afghanistan. Three large emirates could be established, including Kashgar, and
placed under Ottoman protection. If the Ottoman Empire oversees the military and administrative
development of these units, they will grow stronger day by day. If necessary, military operations
could be carried out in the Caucasus, Dagestan, and Circassia regions, bringing a large part of the
Black Sea back under Ottoman control. In this way, the Ottoman Empire would both be protected
from Russia's schemes and become a deterrent force against Russia. The original content of the
archival document is provided below:

“...Afganistan ahalisi fevka’l-hadd gayiir ve cesur ceng-dver olduklar: gibi Afgan Emareti'nin bu
glinkii giinde esliha-i cedide ile miicehhez yiiz binden ziyade asakir-i mu‘alleme sevkina iktidar
oldugundan ma‘a havali-i Buhara ahalisinin tebe ‘iyyeti ve Afgan’dan Buhara’ya mu ‘allim ve zabit
irsaliyle pek az miiddet zarfinda Buhara’min asdkir-i gayr-i muntazamast dahi taht-1 intizama
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alinarak iki milyondan ziyade olan Buhara ahdlisinden dahi yiiz bine karib asdakir-i muntazama tertib
ve Afgan tarikiyla esliha-i cedide celb edilebilir. Bu ittifaka Kasgar Emareti dahi dahil oldugu suretde
emdret-i miigarun-ileyhd dahi yiiz bin asker sevkina muktedir oldugundan bir kuvve-i kesire hasil
olarak Rusya’nin ise simdiye kadar yed-i istilasina aldig1 Taskend ve Hokand ve Semerkand ve Hive
memdlikinde ancak yirmi bin askeri bulunabildiginden Rusya asdkirini memdlik-i mezkiireden
kolaylhikla tard ve teb ‘id ve ¢ollere vesdir mevdki‘a yapmis oldugu kuyu ve istihkam ve karakol-
hdneleri hedm ve tahrib ile fi md ba ‘d memadlik-i mezkiire Rusya 'min istilasindan te 'min edilmis olur.
Bir ciheti Afgan ve bir ciheti Iran'a miintehi olan Beliicistan Emdreti, Bahr-i Muhit-i Hindi sahilinde
bir hiikumet-i sagire-i miistakille olup evamir-i seniyye-i Hildfet-penahilerine ez her cihet inkiydd
edecegi cihetle te’yid-i esds-1 din-dest ve te’yid-i biinyan-1 Hildfet ve devlet niyyet-i hdlisasiyla
tesebbiis edilecek tedabir lisan-1 miindsib ile tefhim olunarak lede’l-icab taraf-1 saltanat-1 seniyyeden
hiikiimet-i mezkire sevahilinden bir iskele zabtiyla mahdll-i sadlifetii’z-zikre sdhilden bir tarik
kiisadina hiikiimet-i mezkiire muvdfakat edecegini ve bu cihetle emdret-i mezkiireye esliha ve
miihimmadt-1 sdire kolaylikla celb olunabilecegini kaviyyen iimid iderim. Bundan sonra Hokand ve
Taskend ve Semerkand ve havalisi kema fi’s-sabik Buhara’ya ve Hive memadliki ile gayet ceng-aver
ve seci‘ olan Tiirkmen asdyiri Afganistan’a ilave olunarak Kaggar ile ii¢ biiyiik emaret teskiliyle
emdradt-1 mezkiire zir-i tebe ‘iyyet ve himayet-i Saltanat-1 seniyyede bulunur ve canib-i seniyyii’l-
cevanib-i Devlet-i Aliyye’den daima bunlarin ittihad ve ittifdkina ve umiir-1 miilkiye ve askeriyece
terakkilerine nezdret buyurulur ise giinden giine kesb-i kuvvet ve lede’l- icib Kafkasya ve Dagistan
ve Cerkesistan taraflarina hiicim iderek Karadeniz 'in ekser sevahili Devlet-i Aliyye 'nin yed-i zabtina
gecmek suhiilet kesb edeceginden Devlet-i Aliyye-i Osmdniyye her vechile Rusya desdyisinden emin
ve ddima Rusya aleyhine tehdidini ikd ‘a muktedir olur...” (BOA, p. 121)

The above document is directly related to the Pan-Islamism policy pursued by the Ottoman
Empire at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century. The Ottoman Empire,
particularly during the reign of Sultan Abdulhamid II, pursued a policy of uniting Muslims in Central
Asia, India, and Africa under the umbrella of the ummah and achieving unity against colonialism.
This document provides clear support for that policy from the field and, in addition, offers a highly
feasible strategic plan. It can also be seen as an attempt to establish an alternative Islamic union in
response to the geopolitical balance of the time, particularly Russia's advance in Asia.

The archival document dated June 24, 1910 (Hijri: 15 Jumada al-Thani 1328) is a military
correspondence. The document addresses a letter from the Petersburg Military Attaché regarding the
admission of a young man named Tag Polat Bey, a Fergana native from the Hokand region in the
Tashkent province, to one of the Ottoman military schools. The fact that a Fergana youth sought
admission to an Ottoman military school at the beginning of the 20th century is significant in that it
demonstrates the continued admiration for the Ottoman Empire even during this period. The members
of the Ottoman Council of Ministers deemed this application appropriate and decided that the
government would cover the necessary expenses until Tag Polat Bey completed his education. The
original content of the archival document, which includes this decision, is as follows:

“Mumd-ileyhin is ‘df-1 istid ‘dsiyla Der-sa ‘addet mekdtib-i askeriyyesinden birine kabulii muvafik-
1 hikmet ve maslahat olacagindan ana gore icabinin icrdsiyla ikmal-i tahsil idinceye kadar muktezi
masarifinin muhassasdat-1 mukannene miyaninda deveran itdirilerek tesviye olunmasi ve miirdca ‘dt-1
miimdsile vukii ‘unda her defasi iciin Bab-1 Ali’ye is‘dr-1 keyfiyetle teblig idilecek kardra gore
mu ‘amele ifdsi1 lazim geleceginin Nezdret-i miisdrun-ileyhdya cevaben tebligi tezekkiir kilindi.”
(BOA, p. 54)

As can be understood from the content of the above archival documents, the relations established
between the Ottoman Empire and Turkestan from the 16th century until the early 20th century did
not reach the desired level in the political sphere, but showed a certain degree of development. Three
main factors can be cited as reasons for this: geographical distance, regional power balances, and the
fronts prioritized by the Ottoman Empire during the relevant period. The Ottoman Empire's political
influence over Turkestan was shaped indirectly through the caliphate and Islamic unity, rather than
through military power. In practice, this influence did not reach a level that would shape regional
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policies or limit the spheres of influence of the powers operating in the region. However, it should be
emphasized that the Ottoman Empire did not ignore requests for assistance from Turkestan and
endeavored to respond to them in a reasonable and desirable manner.

3.3. Correspondence on Social and Economic Issues

The vast majority of the documents examined in this section encompass the 1800s. During this
century, the Ottoman Empire having lost its former power and attempting to implement internal
reforms strove to maintain its relations with Turkestan despite experiencing significant fractures in
its international authority. Aiming to establish a permanent embassy to strengthen ties with the Porte,
the Emir of Bukhara declared his allegiance to the Ottoman Sultan. Emir Haydar (1800-1826)
dispatched envoys to Istanbul in 1816, followed by another delegation led by Khoja Mahmoud Sharif
in 1819. These political visits demonstrate that the Ottoman Empire was the authority consulted for
the restoration of order and the resolution of regional turmoil. However, the burgeoning Russian
influence in the region compelled certain khanates to avoid antagonizing Russia to protect their own
interests; consequently, while Ottoman influence in Turkestan was not entirely dismantled, it was
substantially weakened (Urakov, 2018, pp. 176-177).

Social relations between the Ottoman Empire and the Turkestan region were mostly based on
religion, and in the second phase, they extended to the fields of culture and education. However, these
relations were limited and indirect due to the economic crisis, geographical barriers, regional
competition, and the intervention of great powers. At the social level, the Ottoman Empire's role as
caliphate and its religious and cultural appeal had a powerful influence on the people and rulers of
Turkestan.

A document dated March/1568 (Hijri: Ramadan/975) written in the 16th century is significant in
that it demonstrates the power and sphere of influence of the Ottoman Empire at that time. In response
to a letter written by the Khan of Samarkand, Abu Said, requesting the construction of a mausoleum
for the tomb of Sheikh Hussein Harezmi in Damascus, a royal decree was issued along the following
lines:
“... hengdm-1 addlet-biinyanimuzda haydtlarinda mezid-i indyet-i sdhdne ve re fet-i
husrevanemiizden dayima mer ‘i vii miireffehii'l-ahval olmalari ddet-i hasene-i cihan-bdanimiiz oldugi
gibi memdtlarinda dahi eger ervdh-i tayyibeleri iciin ba ‘z1 hasendt ve mezar-i serifleriniin ta ‘mir i
tathiri babinda ihtimam olunmak ka ‘ide-i marziyyemiiz olmagin miiteveffa-y1 miisarun-ileyhiin ol
zamdnda mezdrlart tizre kubbe binad olunup evldd ii fukardsina istih[k]aklarina gore Beytii'l-mal'den
vazife ta ‘yin olunmis imis.” (BOA, p. 56)

This text clearly reveals the Ottoman administration's perspective on religious leaders, Sufi
orders, and sheikhs. Sufi figures such as Sheikh Hiiseyin-i Harezmi were seen not only as religious
figures but also as leading personalities who ensured the moral and political unity of society. The
state supported such individuals during their lifetimes through patronage and, after their deaths,
through commemoration and charitable deeds. This was defined as an activity that strengthened the
state's religious legitimacy and its bond with the people. The original content of the archive document
is as follows:

“... hengdm-1 addlet-biinyanimuzda haydtlarinda mezid-i indyet-i sdhdne ve re fet-i
husrevanemiizden ddayima mer T vii miireffehii’l-ahvadl olmalar: ddet-i hasene-i cihan-banimiiz oldugi
gibi memdtlarinda dahi eger ervdh-i tayyibeleri i¢iin ba ‘z1 hasendt ve mezdr-1 serifleriniin ta ‘mir i
tathiri babinda ihtimam olunmak ka ‘ide-i marziyyemiiz olmagin miiteveffa-y1 miisarun-ileyhiin ol
zamdnda mezdrlari iizre kubbe bind olunup evlad i fukardasina istih[k]dklarina gore Beytii’l-mal den
vazife ta ‘yin olunmig imis.” (BOA, pp. 56-57)

The document dated 1839 (Hijri: 1254) is a distribution ledger containing a list of gifts sent from
the Khanate of Kokand to the Ottoman Sultan. It is also a material expression of obedience, respect,
and allegiance to the Ottoman Sultan. Among the gifts sent, the Holy Quran conveys a message of
religious allegiance to the sultan; musk, silk, works of art, fabrics, wealth, and cultural interaction are
indicators; and Hokand fabrics reflect geographical and cultural identity. The letter begins with the
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words, “This is the list of items to be presented to the blessed feet of our glorious, powerful, and
majestic sultan, the protector of the world,” and contains a list of the following gifts:

Holy Quran (Kur'an-1 Kerim) 1 piece; Shawl 7 pieces; Sevai (silk fabric type) 7 rolls; Chinese-
style black seylan (patterned black fabric) 5 rolls; Chinese-style blue and purple 2 rolls, Tehvar
wrapped (striped silk fabric) 2 rolls; Hokand-kari red headband (Hokand-made red headband or sash)
27 rolls; esp (probably a type of fabric or weave) 7 pieces; Chinese paintings and pictures (Chinese-
made paintings and pictures) 75 pieces; Hoten musk (musk scent from the Hoten region) 3 pieces;
Tenevvuh-1 Hitayi (various items of Chinese origin) 3 pieces.

This document can be regarded as a product of diplomatic contact and mutual respect between
the Ottoman Empire and the Khanates of Turkestan. The exchange of gifts was not only a sign of
friendship; it was also a kind of demonstration of loyalty and a symbolic expression of the will to
unite around the Caliphate.

The document dated January 16, 1846 (Hijri: 18 Muharrem 1262) is a typical example of an
official petition or memorandum from the Ottoman period. Written in the high bureaucratic language
of the period, this text essentially requests the reinstatement of a person named Rahmet Efendi from
Bukhara, who had previously been dismissed from his position, to the Mekteb-1 Tibbiye-1 Sahane
(Imperial Medical School). This document is also important as it provides an example of the Ottoman
education system. Buharali Rahmet Efendi, who was reinstated to his previous position as a Persian
language teacher with a salary of two hundred and fifty kurus, was required to teach two students
daily. This document is also valuable in that it shows a bureaucratic initiative for the reemployment
of a civil servant in the Ottoman Empire. Rahmet Efendi of Bukhara's request, which was submitted
directly to the Sultan, was deemed appropriate by the relevant persons and resulted in final approval.

“...Ma ‘ruz-1 ¢aker-i musddakat-giisterleridir ki, Hime-pira-y1 tevkir olan isbu tezkire-i samiye-i
dsafdaneleri manzir-1 me ‘ali-mevfiur-1 hazret-i padigahi buyurulmus ve mezkir hafiz-1 kiitiibliik
me 'miriyyetinden sarf-1 nazarla sehriyye iki yiiz elli gurus miiceddeden ma ‘ds ve ol mikddr ta ‘yinat
tahsisiyla efendi-i mimd-ileyhin Farisi hdceligine me 'miuiriyyeti seref-riz-i siinith ve sudiir buyurulan
irdde-i seniyye-i cendb-1 cihan-bani iktiza-y1 alisinden bulunmis olmagla ol babda emr u ferman
hazret-i veliyyii'l-emrindir.” (BOA, p. 27)

The letter dated December 25, 1847 (Hijri: 17 Muharrem 1264) contains the request of Hokand
and Dest-i Kipcak Ruler Hiidayar Han for the Ottoman Empire to send mining experts to extract
minerals from the lands under his rule. The letter also describes the conflict between the Khanate of
Hokand and the Khanate of Bukhara. It highlights that upon the death of Hiidayar Khan's brother,
Muhammad Ali Khan, the Khan of Bukhara seized the opportunity to attack the Fergana region;
however, with the help of allies and the Kipchaks, Hiidayar Khan recaptured his territories as far as
Tashkent, Ispicab, Osrad, Dest-i Kipcak, and Turkestan. Hiiddyar Khan reports that there are
abundant mineral resources such as gold, silver, rubies, turquoise, copper, and tin in the mountains
under his control, and even that a market called “lekkan’ has been established in Hokand under the
name of the mineral market. He then states that there are no experts who know how to extract and
process minerals. Help is requested from the Ottoman Empire in this regard. He now requests from
the supreme caliphate the same favor that Sultan Mahmud Khan had previously shown to his brother
Muhammad Ali Khan. The original content of the document is as follows:

“Zir-i idare-i dcizanemde bulunan memalikde vaki‘ cibdlde altun ve giimiis ve ydkiit ve firiize ve
niihas ve kalay ve sa’ir bu misillii seylerin ma ‘denleri pek ¢ok olup hattd Hokand sehrinde "lekkan"
dimek ile ma ‘rif ve meshiirdur. Fakat bu taraflarda ma‘ddin fennini biliir ve tefrik ve ihrdacina
muktedir ma ‘denciler olmadigindan hak-i pay-i hiimdyun-1 sahdneyi tasdi ‘a cesaret olundu. Valid-i
macid-i hazret-i Padigahi cennet-mekan, ridvan-asiyan Sultan Mahmiid Han -tabe serdhu ve ce ‘ale'l-
cennete mesvahu- hazretlerinin birdaderim miiteveffa Muhammed Ali Han hakkinda litf u dtifet-i
seniyye-i sahaneleri bi-dirig buyruldugu misillii zat-1 merdahim-simdt-1 sehin-sahilerinin hakk-1
dcizanemde dahi enzdr-1 merahim-nisdr-1 Hildfet-pendhileri sayan buyrularak iki ii¢ nefer ma ‘ddin
fennini biliir tistadin bu canibe ta‘yin ve i‘zamina miisd ‘ade-i seniyye-i sehin-gahileri erzani
buyrulmasi miisted ‘a-y1 dcizanemdir.” (BOA, s. 47)
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In the mid-19th century, the Khanates of Hokand, Bukhara, and Khiva in Turkestan occasionally
fought each other. During these conflicts, they requested assistance from the Ottoman Empire, which
they regarded as the legitimate leader of the Islamic world, and sometimes asked the Ottoman Empire
to mediate in order to make peace with each other. In this text, Hudayar Khan demonstrates both
religious allegiance and requests technical assistance. This situation is noteworthy in terms of
revealing the Ottoman Empire's sphere of influence. Furthermore, the request for assistance from the
Ottomans in the extraction and processing of minerals is significant in that it demonstrates the
Turkestan Khanates' demand for economic cooperation.

The Grand Vizier’s Office (equivalent to the Prime Minister's Office today) submitted the
imperial decree to the sultan for the preparation of the miners requested in the above document.
However, due to the timing coinciding with the month of Ramadan, it was decided that the envoy
from Hokand would be hosted as a guest during Ramadan and provided with financial assistance. The
content of the archival document containing the response to this decision is as follows:

“...mezkiir ma ‘dencilerin teddrik ve irsdali husiisu miisarun-ileyh Ser ‘asker Pasa hazretleriyle
dahi bi'l-miizikere icrd-yi iktizasina bakilacagi musammem oldugundan istizan-1 ali-i Asafineleri
vechile il¢i-i miumad-ileyhe atiyye-i mahsiisa-i cenab-1 miiliikane olmak ve Ramazdn harghgi itmek
tizere on bin guruyg i ‘ta kilinmasi miite ‘allik ve seref-siinith buyrulan emr ii irdde-i seniyye-i cendb-i
kilinmis olmakla ol babda emr ii ferman hazret-i veliyyii’l-emrindir.” (BOA, p. 49)

The archival document dated July 27, 1848 (Hijri: 25 Sha'ban 126) provides a highly detailed
reflection of the diplomatic and economic relations and symbolic ties between the Ottoman Empire
and the Khanate of Kokand. The arrival of the Hokand envoy in Istanbul, the acceptance of gifts, the
content of the discussions, and requests for rewards and assistance involve a multi-layered
cooperation. An envoy (sefir) sent by Hokand Khan Hudayar Khan arrived at the Ottoman palace,
bringing a letter, a Mushaf-1 Serif, a prayer rug, a piece of fabric, and a sal and horse as gifts for the
Ottoman Minister of Foreign Affairs (in today's terms, the Minister of Foreign Affairs). A copy of
the letter written by the Khan of Kokand was also presented. The envoy was scheduled to be received
at the palace at five o'clock on Saturday. It was decided that during the meeting, the gifts would be
accepted, the envoy would stay in Istanbul during Ramadan, and a mining expert would be sent to
Kokand.

The ambassador had previously been given 7,500 kurus, but it was deemed appropriate to give
him an additional 10,000 kurus as Ramadan allowance and a special gift. Hiidayar Han had previously
stated in his letter that he was unable to work the mines in his region and requested that mining experts
be sent from the Ottoman Empire. It was decided that this request would be discussed with Serasker
Pasha and evaluated. It was anticipated that the mining experts would be prepared before the
ambassador's return. When the archive document is evaluated as a whole, we see a profile of the
Ottoman Empire establishing diplomacy with Turkestan through technical assistance and cultural
channels. All these documents were resubmitted to the Grand Vizier's office, and it was expected that
action would be taken in accordance with the order to be issued by the Sultan:

“...Ma ‘riz-1 ¢aker-i kemineleridir ki, Esabi‘-zib-i tefhim olan igbu tezkire-i samiye-i Saddret-
penadhileriyle evrdk-1 ma‘riza mesmul-i nigah-1 sevket-iktindh-1 hazret-i  Hildfet-pendhi
buyurulmusdur. Nazir-1 miigarun-ileyh hazretleri birlikde bulundugu halde Sefir-i mimad-ileyhin bi-
mennihi te ‘ald isbu Cum ‘a irtesi sd ‘at bes kardarlarinda Mdbeyn-i hiimdyin-1 sahdne taraf-1 esrefine
i‘zdm olunmasi ve ber-vech-i muharrer virilmis olan heddyanin kabiliiyle mezkiir ma ‘dencilerin
tedarik ve irsdli hustisu miisarun-ileyh Ser‘asker Pasa hazretleriyle dahi bi'l-miizakere icra-y
iktizasina bakilacagi musammem oldugundan istizan-1 ali-i Asafineleri vechile ilci-i miima-ileyhe
atiyye-i mahsiisa-i cendb-1 miilitkdne olmak ve Ramazdn harcligi itmek iizre on bin gurus i‘td
bulunmus ve evrik-1 mezkiire yine savb-1 sami-i Asafilerine i ‘ade ve tisydar kilmmis olmagla ol babda
emr u ferman hazret-i veliyyii'l-emrindir.” (BOA, p. 50)
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Archival document dated October 12, 1875 (Hijri: 12 Ramadan 1292) concerning the payment,
under a special arrangement, of thirty-three thousand seven hundred and one and a half kurus for the
rent of the house previously rented in Istanbul and the thirty-three thousand seven hundred and one
and a half kurus spent on food and other necessities during his stay there be paid under a special
arrangement. This letter was submitted to the Grand Vizier's Office (the office of the Prime Minister).
The Grand Vizier also presented this request to the Sultan. After the Sultan approved, it was decided
that the payment procedures would be referred to the Ministry of Finance. The original content of the
document is as follows:

“Reside-i dest-i ta ‘zim olan isbu tezkire-i samiye-i asafaneleriyle zikr olunan takrir manzir-i ali-
i hazret-i padisahi buyurulmusg ve stiret-i ma ‘riizanin bermiiceb-i istizan ifd-y1 muktezdsinin nezdret-
i miisarunileyhdya havdlesi miite ‘allik ve seref-sudiir buyurulan emr ii irdde-i seniyye-i hazret-i
sehinsdhi mantik-1 miinifinden olarak mezkir takrir yine savb-1 sami-i Sadaret-pendhileri’ne i‘dde
kilinmis olmagla ol babda emr u ferman hazret-i veliyyii'l-emrindir.” (BOA, p. 63)

This document is significant in that it demonstrates the hospitality and humility shown by the
Ottoman Empire in its diplomatic relations with the Khanates of Turkestan. Relations were
maintained with the Khanate of Khiva and other Muslim Khanates within the framework of religion-
based diplomatic and cultural ties. The fact that the Ottoman Empire covered the expenses of a figure
at the level of crown prince can be interpreted as an effort to maintain its influence and preserve its
prestige in the region.

An archival document detailing the payment of thirty-three thousand seven hundred and one and
a half kurus for the rent of the house leased for Seyyid Ahmed, the brother and heir apparent of Hive
Khan Muhammad Rahim Khan, who had previously come to Istanbul, as well as for his food, drink,
and other necessities during his stay, demonstrates both the Ottoman Empire's hospitality towards the
Muslim and Turkish-origin population in the region and its tendency to always maintain its prestige
in diplomatic relations. The original content of this document is as follows:

“Atufetlii Efendim Hazretleri,

Hive Hani Muhammed Rahim Hdn'in birader ve veliyy-i ahdi olup mukaddema Der-sa‘adet’e
gelmis olan Seyyid Ahmed igiin isticdr olunan hdne icdresiyle miiddet-i ikametinde me’kiilat ve
mdlzeme-i sd’iresine sarf edilen otuz ti¢ bin yedi yiiz bir bu¢uk gurusun tertib-i mahsusundan tesviye
ve i ‘tdsi istizanina da’ir Mdaliye Nezdret-i Celilesi’'nin viirid iden takriri leffen arz u takdim kilinmuis
olmagla muvdfik-1 irade-i seniyye-i cendb-1 padisahi buyurulur ise ber-miiceb-i is ‘ar ifd-y1 muktezdsi
nezaret-i miisarun-ileyhdya havale olunacagi beydaniyla tezkire-i sendveri terkim olundu efendim.”
(BOA, p. 62)

The archival document dated 1895 addresses the settlement of a group of 76 migrants from
Bukhara in the Zor Sanjak (present-day northern Iraq) within the framework of the Ottoman Empire's
migration and settlement policies. The involvement of high-level state departments such as the
Ministry of the Interior (today's Ministry of Internal Affairs) and the Grand Vizier's Office indicates
that the settlement of this group of migrants was directly coordinated by the state. The group from
Bukhara who came to the Zor Sanjak and wished to settle there applied to be resettled. These
individuals needed to be settled in suitable locations within the Zor Sanjak, provided with 25,000
kurus in aid for seeds and farm animals, and supplied with the necessary daily provisions (food
expenses) to support themselves until they could harvest crops. According to the document, all these
expenses were covered by the general allocation set aside for migrants from the Hazine-i Celile (the
Imperial Treasury).

“... Atiifetlii Efendim Hazretleri,

Buhara ahalisinden olup Zor sancagina gelerek orada iskanlarini istid ‘a eden yetmis alti niifiisun
liva-i mezkur dahilinde emr-i iskanlarinin icrdasiyla tohumluk ve ¢ift hayvanati bedeli olarak yirmi
bes bin gurusun ve mahsiile dest-res olununcaya kadar i ‘dseleri-y-¢iin iktiza eden yevmiyenin Hazine-
i Celile’ce muhdcirin tahsisdt-1 umimiyesinden mahsibu icrd olunmak tizre mahalli mal sandigindan
i‘tast hakkinda Ddhiliye Nezdret-i Celilesi’'nden meb ‘s tezkire iizerine Meclis-i Mahsiis-1
Viikeld 'dan kaleme alinan mazbata melfifatiyla arz ve takdim kilinmis olmagla ol babda her ne
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vechile irade-i seniyye-i hazret-i Hildfet-penahi seref-miite ‘allik buyurulur ise mantik-1 alisi infaz
edilecegi beydaniyla tezkire-i sendveri terkim kilindi efendim...” (BOA, p. 30)

The archival document above is an important document that clearly shows the implementation of
the Ottoman Empire's immigrant settlement policy in the 19th century and the mechanism established
for this purpose. In particular, it provides information about the Ottoman Empire's resettlement policy
at that time, including the acceptance of Muslim immigrants from Turkestan, their settlement in
strategic regions such as the “Zor Sancagi,” and the provision of livelihood and production support
to immigrants. The document is also important in that it shows the decision-making process within
the administrative-central structure.

During the reign of Sultan Abdulhamid II, an archival document from 1899 concerning a
declaration of loyalty and assistance from Bukhara states that Muhammad Abbas, the son of the
Bukhara Gulkusbegi (a high-ranking bureaucrat in the Bukhara Khanate), sent 3,000 rubles to support
the Ottoman military institutions. The document also mentions that the individual requested that gifts
such as carpets and prayer rugs be presented to the sultan. This aid, symbolic and meaningful given
the financial conditions of the period, demonstrates support for the military institutions and
emphasizes the loyalty expressed to the Ottoman Sultan. The original content of the document is as
follows:

“Yildiz Sardy-1 Hiimayiinu Baskitabet Ddiresi,

Buhara Giilkusbegi ibn-i Muhammed Abbas a tahrirdt sureti.

Atebe-i seniyye-i hazret-i Hildfet-penahiye arz-1 ta‘zimat-1 ubudiyyet-kardaneyi ve te’sisdt-1
askeriyye i ‘anesi iciin ti¢ bin ruble irsal kilindigini havi ariza-i behiyyeleri manzir-1 ali buyurularak
Halife-i Miislimin padigahimiz efendimiz hazretlerine bu siiretle te’yid-i ravabit-1 saddakat-mendi
olunmast miicib-i mahziziyyet-i seniyye-i miiltikdne oldugunun ve zikr olunan ii¢ bin rublenin
Te sisdt-1 Askeriyye I ‘dne Komisyonu na tevdi‘ olunarak alinan makbiiz senedinin canib-i valdlarina
irsal kilindiginin ve ol tarafin ma ‘milat-1 dahiliyyesinden hali ve seccdade gibi gonderilen seyler dahi
arz-1 huzar-1 ali kilinup istilzam-1 memnuniyyet-i seniyye-i hazret-i Hildfet-penahi eylediginin seref-
sudir buyurulan emr u ferman-i1 hiimayun-1 hazret-i Hildfet-pendhi mantik-1 dlisine tevfikan teblig
ve is ‘drina ibtidar idilmis olmagin ol babda...” (BOA, p. 31)

The Council of Ministers' resolution dated March 31, 1912 (Hijri: 12 Rabi' al-Awwal 1330); It
addresses the fact that Muslims coming from the Bukhara and China regions for the pilgrimage ran
out of money in Ottoman territories, and that the expenses for these people to reach Jeddah or return
to their homeland, Andijan, should be covered from the “masarif-i gayr-1 melhliza” item in the state
budget, meaning “unforeseen expenses.” There was a separate payment item for such expenses in the
Ottoman Empire. However, the amount remaining in the aforementioned payment item was
insufficient to transport the stranded Muslims to Mecca, and the issue was resolved by creating an
additional budget for the pilgrims with the signatures of the members of the Council of Ministers.
The original content of the document is as follows:

“Buhara ve Cin ahdlisinden olup edd-y1 hacc-1 serif i¢iin memalik-i Osmaniye’ye gelerek fakr u
zaruretlerinden sokak ortalarinda kalan hacilarin Cidde’ye ya Odesa tarikiyla Andican’a sevkleri
ictin masarif-i gayr-1 melhiiza tertibinden muhassas otuz bin gurusdan yirmi bin gurusu gegen ti¢ yiiz
yirmi yedi senesinde sarf edilerek bakiyyesi sene-i cedidenin huliiliine bind en nezdaret mu ‘temedinin
tesviyeyi hesdab itmesi zimninda Hazine-i Mdaliyeye idde edilmesi ve huccdc-1 merkiimeden ¢ogu hal-
i sefdlet ve perisanide kaldigindan mebleg-1 mezbiirun tekrar verilmesi taleb olunmus ise de bu
husiisda ayrica tahsisat alinmasi liizimu beyan edildigi ve el-yevm Der-sa ‘ddet'de ve yolda bulunan
fukara-yr huccacin masarif-i sevkiyyesine zikr olunan on bin gurusun da kifayetsizligi cihetle bunlarin
sevkleri i¢iin miiceddeden yirmi bin gurusun Maliyeye masarif-i gayr-1 melhiiza tertibinden Ddhiliye
Nezareti’'nde miitesekkil komisyona i ‘tdsi hakkinda nezdret-i miisarin- ileyhdnin 7 Rebi ‘ti'l-ahir, sene
[1]330 ve 13 Mart sene [1]328 tarihli tezkiresi okundu. Son def*a olmak iizre onbes bin gurusun ber-
vech-i is ‘ar masarif-i gayr-1 melhiiza tertibinden mezbiir komisyona tesviyesi hustisunun Maliye ve
ba‘de-ez-in bu husiisda icdb eden tahsisatin biitceye vazt lizimunun Evkdf-i Hiimdyun
Nezaretleri'ne tebligi ve Ddhiliye Nezdreti’'ne ma ‘liimdt i ‘tasi tezekkiir kilindi.” (BOA, p. 106)
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The document cited above demonstrates the Ottoman Empire's efforts to ensure that Muslims
coming from outside the country for the pilgrimage were not left unattended during their journey, as
well as the economic and bureaucratic aspects of protecting Muslims within the Ottoman Empire's
borders who wished to reach the Kaaba. Muslims from regions such as Andican and Bukhara were
protected by the Ottoman Empire from the moment they entered Ottoman territory for the pilgrimage,
and utmost care was taken regarding their personal and property safety. The Ottoman Empire's stance
and sensitivity in this regard strengthened the religious ties between the Muslims of Turkestan and
the Ottoman Empire and increased the loyalty of Muslims living outside the country’s borders to the
Caliphate.

Conclusion

This study aims to make an original contribution to researches in this field by drawing on
document-based inferences to understand the position of the Ottoman Empire in the Islamic world
between the 16th and 20th centuries and how the Turkestan Khanates perceived the Ottoman Empire
and the Caliphate. Based on the archival documents examined in this study, the findings regarding
the relations between the Ottoman Empire and Turkestan during this period can be briefly
summarized as follows:

The archival documents examined within the scope of this study reveal that mutual interaction
was intensively maintained within the framework of practices such as the reception of envoys arriving
from Turkestan to the Ottoman Empire, the presentation of gifts, the dispatch of pilgrims and ensuring
the safety of the pilgrimage route, requests for religious books, requests for military aid, and requests
for passports. The Ottoman Empire assumed a central role in this geography through cultural
leadership and diplomatic representation, as it was unable to establish direct political sovereignty for
various reasons, such as geographical distance and the hegemony of other powerful states in the
region. In addition, the caliphate office, which the Ottoman Empire held until the first quarter of the
20th century, appears to be an important factor in terms of the Ottomans' influence in this region. Due
to the influence of the caliphate, despite geographical distance and various negative factors, the
Turkestan Khanates viewed the Ottomans as a religious and administrative center and a means of
protection until the early 20th century, requesting assistance from the Ottoman Empire in the face of
regional threats.

Ottoman—Turkestan relations did not take the form of a classic center-periphery or colonial-
colony relationship, but rather emerged as a multidimensional network of relations based on Islamic
unity, cultural affinity, and mutual religious ties. These relations, which developed particularly from
the 16th century onwards, deepened through religious solidarity and connections, scientific
cooperation, and symbolic diplomacy rather than political contacts. The fact that the Ottoman sultans
bore the title of “caliph” ensured that they were recognized as religious authorities by khanates such
as Bukhara, Khiva, and Khokand; this was concretely reflected in caliphate-centered diplomatic
correspondence, gift exchanges, and the granting of insignia and titles.

Within this framework, Ottoman-Turkestan relations during the period mentioned should be
understood not merely as historical ties and ethnic kinship, but as a manifestation of processes of
mutual commitment, solidarity, and the construction of a shared identity within the Islamic world.
These relations, which were interrupted during the Soviet era, should be seen as an important
reference point today in the process of uncovering historical memory and rebuilding relations.

Abbreviations

Nu. : Number.
BOA : Bagbakanlik Osmanli Arsivi (Prime Ministry Ottoman Archives).
p. : Page.
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